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AYA, ob, KAYA KAYA. 

Pharm. Journal , [3] No. 321, p. 149. 

Aya is the local name of the piper methjsticum , a shrub, about 6 ft. high, cultivated in 
Yiti, Tahiti, Hawaii, the Society and Tongan Islands. The root and base of the stem 
have been introduced into TTance, as a remedy for gonorrhea, and it will probably be 
tried in this country ere long. 

According to M. Cuzent, the root contains an essential oil of a pale yellow colour, 
2 per cent, of an acrid resin, and about 1 per cent, of a neutral crystalline principle called 
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kavahin, or methysticin, which is obtained in acicular crystals by crystallisation, from 
a concentrated tincture. Kavahin differs from piperin, and cubebin, in being coloured 
red by hydrochloric acid, the red colour fading on exposure to air into a bright yellow, 
and in being coloured by strong sulphuric acid, a purplish violet colour, which passes 
into green. The root contains also nearly half its weight of starch. 

Since neither kavahin, nor the resin are soluble in water, and the infusion produces 
the characteristic effects of the drug, it would appear probable, that the active principle 
is yet to be separated; kava in small doses acts as a stimulant and tonic, in large, it 
produces a silent and drowsy intoxication, and if used long for this purpose appears to 
cause a peculiar kind of skin disease. A. W. B. 




